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contrary to Chritts Do&rine and examp Apo- 
-Mles,and the example of the faithfal Mmiſters of ChaR, 
and famous Reformiers in all ages, as VVick/iffe;Hus, and 
divers others, with an old Prophecy written by Jobx 
Hus,, asit 1s recorded by Foxin his Afts and Monuments, 

1 7 called the Book of Martyrs. 
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THE PREFACE, 
UT the truth and ſell it not, was the ſaying of the wiſeſt of men, 
B and is the voice and endeavour of all the children of Wiſdom, 
who know the price thereof to be beyond Rubies , and the enjoyment 
thereof to be more precious then fine gold, and the purchaſing thereof 
to be worth tbe ſelling of all,that it may be poſſeſſed, for in it zs riches 
and. honour , and by it comes the pearl of great price tobe known ; 
And who makes all truly rich, truly wiſe and truly free, that comes 
to the knowledge of it , but this is the Myſtery of it : It is not pur- 
chaſed without the ſelling of all , nor cannot be enjoyed but by thoſe 
who are poor in Spirit , and yet nothing more free gift then that, nor 
xothing more truly bought without money and without price then it, 
J% knovoledge of this Myſtery 1s as free in its revealing as this 
truth is in its appearing in and to the ſons and daughters of men - 


many have taken pains to findit, but it hath been hid from the eyes of 
all living,and concealed from the wiſe and prudent;who have talked 


| Z the fame thereof, but becauſe of the dearneſs of the rate, have been of- 


ended at it ,&* fo have never come to the enjoyment of the thing it ſelf, 
but have ſatisfied themſelves with dead Pictures, and likeneſſts fra- 
med in the Chambers of their Imagery , which Idolatry is more day- 
gerous then theirs who fall down to an Image made of wood and ſtone; 
and when the beauty of truth it ſelf ſo 5, that it ont=ſhines their 
Image , then thay. either: dppaſe-it with open oppoſition , or elſe will 
2ot receive-it-, becauſe it appears with its viſage marred more they 
any of the likeweſſes that hath yet ſhewed themſelves ; and exp; ſeth 
tbe. ltvers of it to the tvorlds ſcornes, to profeſſors rage, and to great 
mens and Rwlers. diſdain. and hatred , and becauſe it appears to the 
Staining af ; #heir- glory and _pria - they 40 now'\not much un-like 
tbe Senate of Rome of old, 'whben. Fybernus made-Relution to thens 
of. Chriſt and big\Nitgaoles', who are ſaid to\vejet} thei; for no o- 
ther cauſe-z: but becauſe they did nat firſt approve the ſame; 
And further, Tertullian @. may will experienced in the Roman 
Laws, in his Apologie for the Chriſtians, in his 5.Chapt. ſaith (by 
interpretation ) thus , That it was an antient decree, that no 


 godthould be conlecrated by the Emperour, unleſs ic were 


A 2 rſt 


—_— 


| The Preface. 2 oe 

firft 2greed unto by the Senatez who Jnr on the behalf of the 
Chriftians) That the Deity is weighed among you after mans 
w:ll and judgement, unleſs that God pleaſe man, he is not made 
God, ſo thatby this decree man muſt be gracious and favouraes 
blc wo God 3 Nt much anlike to this conftitution of mind have many 
grave Senators appeared intheſe dayes, whocould willingly have con- 
tributed to the putting downTirbes,gif the great men could bear it & the 
Prieſts be pleaſed to have it ſo, and the Parliament account it no diſ- 
grace to moue against them, nor the Lawyers be angry for inipairivg 
their trade 3 but ſuch (it is to befeared\lovesthe praiſe.of men more 
then the praiſe of God, and white they pleaſe men, are. norTthe- ſervants 
of Chrijt 3 but where i: theſe mens fanh? and what is become of their 
experiences f cannot he that hath delivered from the oppreſſive Court 
of Wards , and from the arbitrary Star-Chamber Court , from the 
hands of the late Ring, from the pomer of the Biſhops,, 'an#front dthers 
alſo, (who have ſaid. as Abſalom once did, to paltiatr his defign ,' 
Oh thas all men would- come to me, and Twill do them Futftice, ' and 
take away oppreſſions Jdeliver. out of the hands of this Philiftine (the 
Tithes) alſo ? zeae verily, the Lord will deliver his people from this ins 
tolerable yoke of bondage , and if thoſe in preſent power do#08- do it , 
deliverance ſhall come another way, for the Lord God is appearing in 
power and. great glory, to deliver his oppreſſed ſeed, and to tak uway- 
the abominations from the midſt of the Nations: & the longer any have 
continued, the. more. need there is to haften the removing 'of them ; 
and wherems there is a cry among people, that to take away Tithes, is 
lo deſtroy property, &'c, Therefore have I-written'this following diſ- 
courſe,- that all ſober=minded people-may underftund, bow'that botb 
by the Law of God, the Contmon, and Statute Law of this Nation 
alſo , together with ſeveral Preſidents of the Martyrs and others, 
who in the darkei? times of Popery Witnefſed againit Tithes , and all 
kind of compulſory. maintenance (whatſoever) for proaching ; ats 
weyes efteeming Tithes to be bait a meer Almes, ai by "their own words 
at large may appear; which I have ſet down (as find them recor- 
ded inthe Book of Martyrs ) for the ſatisfaGion of thoſe who” defire 
10 know the truth, and to be made free by it.. | | 
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 withour/jnjury to angther.and is derived to him, either by deſcent , 

?”  purchaſe;br gift, and pot by coſtom oncly , for that gives no man a 

+ tirle of property thathad jt net rightly;confirmed: upon him, as a- 

1: þ © foreſfaidz for althaugh-ouſtamexo places, and ſome things ate ac- 
counted as law/ yer always with thisimication , ſach cuſtomes !as are good 
and fcaſonable ; :for ſaith Cook,” Cuftoe ought to be reaſonable,gy excerra cauſa 
rationabili uſirata, vc.neither doth che. law, of England create or make any man Cook. 6 
a title or pro perty,that had none before; bur only conſerves and mainrains book of 
every mans juſt property and. equal rights for the juſt- laws of, a Nation are RePCrts- 
their walls to their Citigs, @ 5to. their gates 3: and by them the land of 

every mantis incloſed from;qther, thaugh ir lie in open ficld; andifa man 
do treſpaſs therein, che Wris ſhall be quere clauſum jregit , as ſaith the law; 

and every law-of- the Nation /muſt be conſonant to the law of God; and 

therefore (ſaith the law book) The laws of Princes, the commendements of Pre- ; 
lates, the Statutes of; Commenaities ,. ne yet the Ordinance of the Church, 'is not Dr.& Stud, 
righteous nor obligatory, eacept it be conſonant to-the law of God, and by, ſuch alam cap. 4*p. 
of: man 4s is conſanent ts the law of. God, it ,appeareth- who bath. right t0-lands and 7, 8. 
goods, and who awd, for whatſoever « man hath-by ſuch laws of the Nation , be bath 

righteouſly, and whatſoever a man hath againſt ſuch laws, is unrighteouſly had; thee 

be the very wards.of the law-z and allo by the Statuce Jaw of this Nation 

it appears, That no man of what eff ate , degree» or condition ſcever he; be, bath <44r; made- 
power 10 diſpence with Gods jews 45 all the Clergy of this" Realm and moſt part of 1,y King, 
«ll the Univerſities of Chriſtendom.,: and we, alſo do. affirm and think; theſe 'be. Lords, and. 
the very wordsof the Statue of '28zHen 8,89 -<, - :  Commons- 

Therefore ſaeing that enery law of man, muſt be conſonant to the law of 

God, or elſe it is no-law ; and that every cvſtome that is. accounted as a 
law moſt be reaſonable, and every law of -man muſt be <qual and juſt ac- 
cording tothe law of - God ("ap the nya felt faith) as before is mentioned, 
and no man canhaye a property;but by defcept,  pyrdhaſes or | gift, the law 
ir ſelf, not creazing-a,groperty,. but onely conſerying to every man his/juſt, 
right and intereſt, a5 above Gl; and-rhoſe laws 'for Tything .made in the. 
time both. of . ev. 8; 8&Edw.. the 6. (-there being no. law before made by. 
Parliaments, oncly the Statute of Ric. 2+ 15: & 6. confirmed by Hen. the. 
4« by which it appears that Tythes were but a free gift or alms,. and there- 
fore ſpecial care is takep that'a convenient portion of rhe 'Tythes be ſer - 
out for a maintenance. for rhe poor of the Pariſh, Cas by that Stature ap- 
pears, though made.in the midnight of Popery , ) not wholly forgetting - 
the end for which they were giyen under the law, thac these might be no. 
begger in Iſrael. | | 


P = which,a. man. hath a juſt right ro and intereſt iq F 


And.! 


Deurt. 17, 
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And were it not righteous and jaſt, thac thoſe who have robbed the poor 
of rhat which was their duc 2h ſhould themſelves be made poor, and 
have that taken from them, which they have ſo long robbed others of, con- 
rrary to Law? )I ſay the Statute made in Hen.8.and Edw. the $.time,did not 


create arighr,bur onelyTonfirmwhat wsthh Mn that night of Poperyy$ts- 


ſumed and ſuppoſed ro be axight-(v 5 Whichnow ap be 
falſe) viz, as belonging to God and pot mpg! , _ ere Ju call in 
the Stat, of Hen, 8, ſpiritual gifts, and lmpropriate Tyrhes that were ſold 
after the diſſolution; are ſaid now to be-made tempofal,and not beforey” ane 
neither theſe nor any other laws , ever gave' any man artight or propext 
or to Tythes, but onely chrough rheblindheſs and ſuperfticion of thoſe YÞ- 
piſh rimes, ſuppoſed a right upori-a ſpirituabfroumnd; as aforeſaid,and ſo 

powef to Eccleſiaſtical Coures #9 ſyeforthen(whichbeforechey could not 
do, but onely excommunicate foraunipayihenty bur by choſe Sratures they 
might ſue in Eccleſiaſtical Courtybur'yor aſe. where, as the Statute of Edw. 
the 6. fairh,upon which Stature oy ria their A&ion for reble damages; 
which Starure ir ſelf reſtrams the rriab of Tythes to Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
and nor elſewhere atid for Judges: tv avs. of ro interpret rhe laws 
contrary'toithe words'of: thelaw9 49 ap ptiow ; not (much unlike char 
which Wraet of oldindithevir cafes Wis: to! bewate of, and: nor'to be ha- 
ſtyin, bar rodo according'ts the ſerrence of the law,from which they were 
not todecline cither to the right hand/6r the'lefti'wpon pain of dearh) for 
if the. law that i$juſt be declined and left ro-mans wilt 3 is not the maxim of 
the law made good, © Mijers ſervitareſty ubijas ft" vagune,' ut ncognitum 5 
rhat is a miſerable bondage, where the law'1s left ro the will of rhe+ ſadge , 
and in'this caſe where'the Stattte reſtraint it; "what Jadpe'way go-further? 
and to ſay where a penalty 'is appointed; aut? no way'rriendionedfor the re-, 
Weimar it,” thar chen irſhalllhe raker'for granted ;' that «che Courts ar 


Weſtminſter are intended;is- (in chis-caſe)- to make the law intend againſt it 
ſelf C for the law. is called approved reaſor ) ' and ro ſuppoſe that che treble 
damages are tecoverable at commiion law, when rhe principle it ſelf (forthe 
non payment of which the treble damagesate die Jis aot yer proved a debr, 


; Nor 15 not recoverable bur Jn-the ſpiritdal Comrrs {As as 'maictvas if'a fram 


ſhowld fay*," that I promiſed v6 pay him t&h/pourgs upon itheficftof. Hay 
laſt, and if ir-were not paid'T would give him thirty peunds 4 ' and he ſhould 
be admitted to ſue for the-thirty potnds '(penalry for the non payment of 
the ten pounds) and yer-wlay nor ſte for the Taid ren-poands ro- prove that 
promiſed, and hot pai@a&Eordingly? of t6 tr yMtacceſiity before che prin- 
Cipel; when as if no fatwas tbmmirted; ts mit for 'he\rp” acerilary could 
be:-puniſked'; and therefore'before TYthesbbe proved"ig 'rhe:Eccleſuaftrcal 
Counts, tb be'ſubſtratthd, or withbeld , 'o} mor fex ore, no/dimapes (for nor-fera 
ting oat) can juſtly and legally be recovered ; *and foruny/man to rake away 
my corn and ha',Cyc,; Without my conſent, or recovered” in manner afore- 
ſaid, differs nothing front Hhini that pretends a'debr, ahd-withour any furrhec. 
proceedings, tomes and takes away my/goods by force-andiugainftmiry willy 
but ſome do 'fay:Jtſtices of.Peac&have* power- to make a Jadgement iv we 
cafe; mapy doti-rher by power whiciy they cannot'do by law,bur Juſtices art 
oncly aurhotized by an Ordinance of Parliament 3 and if the mg” of 

\ ris 


— —_ 


ro: Juſtices © 


then their power is atan end, becavfe: they.were:bur: intruſted by. reaſon 
of the exegencies of war , Courts >f [juſtice 'bcingobſtruted;, and if rhe 


4 4 Juſtices of Peace,or their Clerks,or kindred were' nor ſome way gainers by 


ir, 'they need nornow at upon rhat Ordinahgc;rheteafon of thar rempora- 
ry law being taken away,viz. 'obſtractions bf! Courts of: Juſtice , -thelaw ic 
ſelf ceaſerh, ifthis maximinthe law-be rraeguize That the reaſon of | the law 
is the law it Jef, and eſpecially if Cook ſay true, vit.: That an Ordinance bind- 
eth not in ſucceſſion ;\ es, that matters of Title ſhould be derermined in 
an Alehouſe Fo private chamber, isa ſhame to a free State , and no honor 
Peace to intermedle with that (which mdeed ) they have 

not legally to-do withal, To—_ onely by an Ordinance, and that Or- 
y A&.7''Whatgare not all the Courts at Weſt- 


dinance never yet-:confirmed 
B+. minſte! ſufficient 2 Take heed ; for T# over do is to undo 5' bur however the 
uſtices Ordinance hath no berter bottom then a ſuppoſed right , as afore- 


Ordinance now, areno friends to true freedom, to ſay no more, 


—k 
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aid, which is noright, bur a common wrong, and they that a& upon that 
he And that Tythesarean oppreſſion and unrighteons thing , many have 
hereafter z and for any to {ay'thart another harh as good a property in, and 


right ro the tenth of my increaſe, as 1 have ro nine parts, 'or as I have to the 
coat of my back, or to the nine parts of my land, is ignorance to be piti« 


| bor their teſtimony,.both Martyrs and others, as may appear more at large 


E:. ed, rather then to be diſputed againſt; bur as cuſtome in finning begers 


hardneſs, ſo doth ſuperſticion and ignotance, by tradition begat faith ina 
le, which makes truth ſo hard to be received, by aged, wiſe men, after the 
fleſh, becauſe they have ſeen & read the records of their fore fathers,&% ſome 


through their blindneſs being ſertled on their Lees, ate reſolved to go no 


| farrher then their fathers went, nor to believe otherwiſe then the Church 


believes, and others dare not fee beyond their profit , nor believe further 

. then may ſtand with their gain, that being. their godlineſs 3 Court-great- 
having blinded their eyes, and made them to deſpiſe the oppreſſion of 

the afflied, and to be regardleſs of the conſciences of the upright z their 

game having taken away their feeling , and many old men, like thoſe in 
Vebemighs days, who wept: when they ſaw the foundation of the ſecond 
Temple laid, and conſidered of the former Temple, how beautiful chat had . 
been 3- ſo do many now begin to. bewail-their loſs , and cry out, whar will 
become of rheir Goſpel, if Tyrhes be raken away ; -and others ſay, what will 
you deſtroy propriety , and take away mens rights ? the taking away of 


F Tythes will quite deſiroy our! Miniſters, andiimpaire the Lawyers tradegg9c, 


and ſo the downfal of Babylon moſt beger the bewailing of many Merchants, 

£ not onely :of thoſe who have. inriched themſelves by the laws ; bur alſo 
[thoſe who have made Merchandize of the fouls of men ; .for this is as hor- 

A rable a thing in our dayes, as it was in old in the days of the Propher,uix. 

. For the Prieſts ro preachfor hire , and for the Judges to-judge for reward; 

\and may ir-oot be faid of ſuch now,as Micha faid then? -. - $7” 7 

i: The beſt-of them is as a .brier, and the moſt uprighr is ſharper then a 

| thorn hedge , the day of thy warchmen and thy vifiration comerh, now 

| ſhall be thy perplexity: _ .. : bo EE OI! | | 
Bur to returit to the Objeion, That they have as.gooda rightito me | 
| tenth . 


| Z 5 a7 "RO 
this-Otdinance may be called [clavis legir } as preamblesto laws are called, 


Mich.1.4: 


tehth partas I have to nine; &c.. To whidlfitis ſaid, by Jaw they Wave ns 
right, as before is ſaid j;for the Jaw onely prelerves my right , thar another 
man may not take' it: from me', bur gives right ro no man; thar-had it 
norderiv<e.to him yicither by'deſcent; purchaſe, or gift, avaforcfaid 3 'now 
if it caanarbe.made appear (by: hiw who way 17 ye propetty in;Tythes;) 
that it came to!himone of theſe wayes; aforciaid, then he hath noright to, 
nortegil property. in. tenr; mow by defocnt he cannot have them, for thar 
cannot deſcend to anorher, which ig\nor inferum nature, as the increaſe 
and renewingof my-land (by my labor) is not , and therefore cannot dif- 
cend from ayother, who never was owner of it, nor never had 1t in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, at n>-man can of my. increaſe, procured by my labor, and if 1 
plough Hot,no corn will. grow, and if 1 mow not,no hay is made; and for js 
in my power, whether any thing 5/how much, or nothing the Prieſt ſhall 
have, And again, If iby niy own a&domnot ſer out my Tythes, he hath 
no property untill by my valuntary a& Igive him it; for it cometh not hy 
the land, nor doth he challenge rhe tenth of the rent, nor tenth acre, bur 

the tenth of che increaſe, renewing, or growing in, and upon the pre- 

miſcs,&c | | : 

And whereas itis ſaid, the law implies a property in that ic hath provided 
a puniſhment of treble damages for not ſerting- it out, and what a Parlia- 
ment doth, 'is ſuppoſed to be done by the people whom they repreſentytyc. 
To which I anſwer, That it is true , the Law-makers ſuppoſed” a due to 
God and holy Church, and upon this ſuppeſtion and foundation, Ena&ed 
a penalty upon him that did not ſer out hrs Tyrhes, but ſome of our late 
Judges have figce adjudged: that Tyrhes are not fo due,uiz. by Gods law,as 
Chief Juſtice Rolls, in the Upper Bench at Weſtminſter. And if that ſuppoſed 
common right be generally ſeen and be confeſſed to be a real common 
wrong , may not a man make uſe of his eye , ro avoid the pit which ke and 
others in the time of their darkneſs fel! intoZ2and if a man will wink when he 
may ſee, if he fall then into the pir, is he nor guilty of his own death ? 

' And for the Stat. made in Ed.the 6: time,ifthe ſuppoſed right upon which 
that law is built, be found te-be oppreſſion and wrong , addi. thar God and 
holy Chucch harh difſclaimed their right to Tythes under: the Goſpel , and 
that by their writings apon record, that there being a change of the Prieſt- 
hocd, there is made alfo a neceſſity of the change of the law ; then what 
is that law worth that is contrary to God, and that commandement which is 
oppolit to his? 

Again, as before is proved, not onely by the law-of: God , but alſo by:the 
Common and Statute Law of this Nation , all Laws made contrery.or not 
conſonant to the law of God, are voide of rhemſelves , and that law which 
is built upon a falſe rotren foundation, muſt needs fall, as that is which ſup- 
poſeth Tyrhes to be due by common right; or due to God and holy Church 
under the Goſpel; which they are nor, as before is proved z and then' the 
reaſon of the law, failing, the law ir. ſelf falls for ſaith Cook , Lex! nan eff 
infol:is verborum ſed in radice rationis, and. if rhatwhich is ſaid robe-dueby 
common right, proye to be a common-wrong, and general grievance, then 
that other maxim of the law; takes it away alſd- (ſolur popul; ſuprema lex} 
the peoples weal is the chiefeſt law, and that it is: the peoples intollerable 
burden,I necd'not prove. I $33.4 57.01 1 g 
54:42 An 
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- of any juſt law,ſ(o net 


* # 


(5), | 

And as no right nf roterty to Tyrhes comes to any by deſcent;or reaſon 
| can any property bederived to any by purchaſe, or 

giſr, for no-man hath power , (legally) ro ſel] or give that which he hath 

no juſt intereſt in, neither may any man buy ir (except in his bwn wr 

no more then a man: may: ſe]l my goods, which he hath gotten wrongfully 

from me, nor no more then another hath any juſt power to diſpoſe, or. give 

away that which is none of his, or-he hath oo right or property-in himſelf ro 

diſpoſe of , the law counts ſoch a'gift or ſale, to be theift and robbery. 

And to ſay that it is an incumbrance which every man knows of when he 
buys his land, and therefore no wrong, 1+ a meer device to deceive the fim- 
ple withall , for a man buys his land free from all ingumbrances whatſoever 
with this general warranty, and covenant, not onely free from all Statutes ; 
Morgages, Judgements,8c. buralſc with theſe general words, Free from all 
ot her 1ncumbrances whatſoever ,, whicly words are adeceit , if-fo bea man 
knows a tenth part to be due to anorher,, and yet he (clls the whole, 1o 
diſcharged as aforeſaid 3 and if it be areal incumbrance in the law upon the 
eſtate, or that another hath a right and property in that which 1 bought ab- 
ſolute and free» as aforeſaid, will nor an Action in that Caſe lie againft him 
that ſold it free, and covenanted ro make it good, as aforeſaid ? if ſo,what 
work would this make in the Nation for the Lawyers ? | bur io-rrorh, is ic 
not intended by the Law, that every man ſhould have and enjoy his land 
free as he bought it ? and then he may give freely what he will, and to 


. whom he will , and then ( volent non ft injuria J to himſthat is willing it is 


no wrong;and thus the famous reformers and Martycs looked upcn them, as 
Fobn Wickliff in the 4.7. Article charged againſt him in theſe words,viz. 

* That tenths are pure Almes, and that rhe Pariſhoners -may for offence / 
© of their Curares, detain and keep them back, and beſtow chem upon. 0- 
* thers at their own wills and pleaſures. 


Wilkam Swindersby, fajth in theſe words, © That no Prieſt ows to (ell by ' Limonie 6 
© bargain and covenant his Ghoſtly travel.ne his prayers, ne Gods word. &c, Simone Ma- 
* nor ayy worldly mens reward, to ask or take for theſe, or forany of theſe, go quume 
© or for any Ghoſtly thing he errs and doth Symony. quis Eccle» 


funFiones que mera dei dona ſunt nyndinatur : W hoſoever -purchaſeth Offices with money 


which are Gods free gifts,commirs Simony,andiis like Simon Magus. 


Walter Brute in theſe words, * That Tythes are meer Alms; and in caſe 
* that Curates ſþall be ill, that they may be lawfully beſtowed: upan others, 
* by the temporal owners,Q9c. SET LEE. 

Walt. Brate Further faith, *That a Prieſt receiving by bargain any thing of 
* yearly annuity, is in ſo doing, a Schiſmarick and excommunicate,&c. 

Wil:zam Tborpe, faith as followeth in theſe words, viz. *. After Chriſts aſs 
* cenſion, and when the Apoſtles had received the holy Ghcſt, they travel- 
*led with their hands ro get their livelihood,when thaechey might thus do 
© for bufie FLeninng , therefore by the example of -hin'ſelf, Saint Paul 
* ceacheth all the Prieſts of 'Chriſt to, rravel with their hands-, when for 
* buſic teaching of the people, they might thus ds, whoſe Prieſthocd God 
* accepterch now, or wilk accept;;or did in the Apoſtles time; and after their 
© deTealc, and will do to the worlds end ; but as Ciftercienſis, in the mw 
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* (and year of our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, 21 1. yeer, one Pope Gregory the tenth... 


* ordained new Tythes firſt ro be given to Pricſts, now in the new law, but 

* Saint Paul in his time whoſe trace. or example all Prieſts of God inforce 

* chem to fellow, {ceing the coverotaris that wasamong the people, dcfir - 

* ing to deſtroy thias foul fin by the grace of God | and trne-: Yeeruous living, 

" and exatnple of him(el{;vrought 4nd: taught all Prieſts 10; follow him, as he 

* followed Chriſt, willingly and paricntly,in high povyerey:; Wherefore Paul 

* faich thus, the Lord hath ordained that rhey which preach the Goſpel ſhall 

* live of the Goſpel,but we (fairh Paul) that covet and bufic us co be faith- 
*ful followers ot Chriſt vie not this poweryfor lo, as Paul witneficth when: 
*he was full poor and needy; preaching; among the people, he-was not 
* chargeous unto them, but wick his bands: he travelled ner onely. to ger 
* his own {ivingy but alo the living of orhet poog and needy cregtures ». and 
* fince the people waz never fo coveteoub,/ nor {a avatitious 1 gheſs.as they 
*are now, it were good conuncel if all Pricfis took good heed to this hea- 
*venly learning of Paul , following ;him' here in wilful poverty, nothing 
* charging the people for their bodyly livelihood ; bur becaule that jmany 
* Pricfts do contrary to Puyl in. the atorclaid dodrine, Poul biddeth the 

*people take heed of theſe Prixfts,that follaw not him,as he had given them 
*example,' as if { irh He). Paul would ſay thus. rd the-people, Accept ye 

© no other Prieſts then they that live after the form that I have taughe you , 

*for- certain in whatſoever dignity or order that any Prieſt js in, if he-con- 

© form him not to follow Chrift and his Apoſtles. in wilfulpoyerty, and .in 0+ 

* ther heavenly vercues.,, :and- ſpecially in true preaching .of Gods, wpsd, 

* though ſuch s one be named a Pricſt', yet.he ma more bura Prixft in 

*namez for the work of a very Prieft in fuch a-one wanteth: this (carence 

, opragenth Auguſtine, Gregory,Chryſoftame and Linco/ve plainly, }; _ *: 

And he ſaith further in theſe words, * It is no wonder, though people 

* grudge to give the Pricſts the livelihacd that they-ask, mickill people 

*know now, how Prieſts ſhovtd live, and how that they live contrary 

* co Chriſt and-to his Apoſtles, and-therefore rhe people are full heavy to 

* pay,.as they do, their tetpporal goods to Parſons, and'to other Vicars, and 
* Pricfts, which ſhould be fairhful diſpenſators of the Pariſh goods , and ta- 
*king to themſelves namare but a ſcarce living, of Tythes nor of offerings, 

* by the Ordinance of the common Law; for whatſoever Prieſts take of the 

* people (be it Tythes or offering, or any other dury or ſervice.) the Prieſts 
* ought to have thereof no-more but” a bare living, andto depart the reſidue 

*ro the poor men and women, eſpecially of 'the Pariſh of whom they rake 
* this remporal living,. but the moſt deal of Prieſts, new waſteth their Pa- 

\riſh goods, and ſpendeth them at their.own will,, after the world in their 
* vain luſts, ſo that in few places poor men-have duely (as they ſhould 

\ have) their own ſuſtenence, neither of Tithes, ncr of offeriugs, nor of 0- 

* ther large wages, and foundations the Prieſts take of the people, in divers 
* manners» above that they necd for needful ſuſtenance of .meat and.cloarh- 
ing,but the poor,needy people are left, and forſaken of Prieſts to be fuſtain- 
* ed of che Pariſhioners, as if the Pricſts took nothing of the Pariſhioners 
*to.help the people With, and thus fſir-Cfaich Thorp to the Biſhip) into o- 
yer great charges of the Pariſhioncrs,they'pay their temporal goods —_— 
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| e gnce might ſuffice if prieſts were true diſpenſators. The Pariſhioners 
one well hy whe goods(be they Tirhes or offerings) to Prieſts thar 
« do not their offfce among them juſtly, are partners of cvery (in of thoſe 
« prieſts, becauſe that they ſuſtain thoſe prieſts folly in their fin with their 
© cemporal goods; if rhefe things be well confidered,w hat wonder is it then 
< it the ariſhioners grodge againſt theſe diſpenſators.” - | 
£ And he further ſaith that Paul. ſaith, rhat Tithes were given in 
© the old Law to 'Levires and to prieſts that came of the lincage of 
* Levi, but our Prieſts came not of the lineage of Levi , but- of 
© the lincage of Judah,to which Judah no Tithes were promiſed tobe given, 
* 2nd therefore Paul faith fince the prieſthocd is changed from the generati- 
© on of Levi to the generation of 7udah,it is neceſſary that changing alſo be 
* made of the Law, ſo that priefts live now wichour Tiches and orher dutics 
«© that they claim,following Chriſt and his Apoſtles in wilful poverty, as they 
© have given them example, for ſince Chriſt lived all che time of his preach» 
«© ing by pure alms of the people, and by cxample of him, his Apoſtles lived 
tin the | 2m wiſe, or elſe by the travel of their hands,as it is ſaid above. E- 
© very prieſt whoſe prieſthogd Chriſt approverh, knoweth well and: confe(- 
tethin word and. in work, that a diſciple ought not rqhe abaye his maſter, 
© bur it ſufficeth, ſoa diſciple ro be fimple;and pure, patjent and week, and 
« by his example, ſpecially of his Maſter Chriſt z every prieſt ſhould rule him 
Gin all his hving z and fo afterjhis. cunning and powers; a prieſt ſhould bufic 
© him, to. reſarm and rule}whomſoever he might charitably. 
* And he further fairh thus; There is a Dr. C Ithink it is St. Hierom) that 
«© ſaith they, the priell that challenge now in the yew' Law Tiches, ſay in cf+ 
© fe, rhat, Chriſt is ngt. become man, nor that he hath yer ſuffered death for 
< mans love.-W herefore rhis Dr, faith this ſentence';. Since Tithes were the 
© hires and wages limited to Levires, and to pricſis of the old Law for bear- 
© ing about of rhe Tabernacle, and for ſaying and fleaing of beaſts, burning 
© of ſacrifices, and for keeping of the Temple, &c. and other things that 
© pertaincd to their office, thoſe prieſts chat will challenge or take Tithes, 
© deny thatChriſt is come in the fleſhand do the prieſts office in the old law, 
« for whom Tirhes were granted, for clſe this Dr: ſaith, Pricſts take Tithes 
© now wrongfully z. and faith further, That Tithes and other duties which 
© priefts challenge now are weongſully called (freedom of holy Church J) 
«ance acither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles challenged gor took ſuch duties; there- 
* fore thoſe raking of pricſts now are nor juſtly called the freedom of holy 
© Church ; bur all ſech giving and caking onghe to be called and holden rhe 
« (landrouy covetouſneſle of men of holy Church. 
And further faith in theſe wards, viz. * Since by the viciouſneſle. of 
«© prieſts both Lords and Commans are moſt finfully infe&ed and led into the 
* worſt,and becauſe of the Covetouſueſſe of prieſts and yum aud the boaſt 
© that they have and make of their dignity and power, deſtroyerh not onely 
« the yertues of the prieſthood in vrietls themſelves, but alſo over this it ſtir» 
$ eth God to take great vengeance bothupont the Lords and upon rhe.Cons- 
© mons, which ſ1ffer cheſc pric ths charitably ; And he further ich in anſwer 
© tothe Biſhop in theſe words,vize That a proud prieſt way be knownzwhen 
© hedenieth to follow Chriſt and his Apoſtles in wilfol poverty and other 
© yertues, -and coveteth Wordly worſtip, and taketh it gladly 3 and gather- 
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« eth together wich pleading, menacing, or with flattering;or with Simony 
© any worldly goods , and-moſt if a prieſt bufie him nor chiefly in him- 
© ſelf, and after in all other. men and women after his cunning and power to 
ewithſtand fin. 
\- And further 1find by the Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtories (written by Euſebius 
mentioning Apolonjus againſt- Montanus ſaith 'thus, * That Montanas fed the 
*maintainers of His do&rine with ſums of money and great hire ro preach, 
© which was forbidden in-the holy Scriprure that. prophers' ſhould take hire, 
© Chriſt commanded his diſciples ro rake no mans gold or filver or apparel, 
© or two coats z and faith by their fruits you ſhall know them ; and further 
faith, Thariif hire be raken by a prophet, he is then no longer a prophet, 
Her all rhat be falſe be tried conditional. | 
Theſe are the fairhfal fayings of theſe men of famous memory, who in 
their time bore a fairhful Teſtimony againſt the p:icſts*in' rhe ayes, and” 
other abominations and innovations brought in by thoſe who were in the 
apoſtacie, fince the-dayes of Chriſt and his-Apoſtles, which 1 have faichfully 
ſet down, that ſo thoſe who ſay whar is become of our fore farhers who fuf- 
fered in the flames for witnelling' againſt rhe ſuperſtirion and Idolartry-of 
thoſe tines in which they lived ," (may ſee | themſelves * where ' they 
are, and what they wee doing, while they a:k whar'is becomit of their fore- 
farhers, and yet they themſclves found walking in theſteps'of rhoſe nicn 
who perſecuted and martyred thoſe who they call their forefathers, but are 
indeed monſtruous' ehildren , or rather 'the 'children 'of 'thoſe who pur 
the martyrs to death,' as. by their practices they niake rr appear in'their 
maintaining like prieſts Cwough now cailed Miniſters Y and their 'unrighreous 
wages; which their forefathers witneſled'againſt with'theloffe'of their lives, 
ON! bluſh for ſhame to behol& thy praRices, kt chou'partaking of 'their fins 
doÞartake of their-plagnes alſo, and came out'from thoſe wayes, leſt thou 
fall cogerher with'them, as thou haſt holpen ro uphold the enemies of .the 
Lord, for asirt isrruly recorded in the ſame book of Martyrs in thefe words, 
viz.*Whoſoever do receive the holyOrder by giving of mony;is not a prieſt, 
& ſecunlumrem 6 nimen, but to ſay the trurth,he defirerh to be cal'd a'prieſt, 
© that is,tobeaprieſt ſecundum nomen tentum,and Tuch a pricſt web'is a prieſt 
© in name onely, is no prieft no more then'St,” Mary painted is St. Mary, nor 
© a falſe Dr,a Dr.but no Door, and'a man pammred-is nota wan,burt no manz 
© and thus fach a prieſt in name onely 15 not a prieſt, becauſe that all faith- 
*ful men do firmly believe, with St. Gregory, that no man;buying the holy 
* Orders may thin be called a prieſt, ashe faithithey who buy or («ll holy 
* Orders can be noprieſts, wherevpon it is Written anatbema tlandi, gy ana- 
* 4hema accipiendi that is he is accurſed that'gives;and he no'tele that takes; 
and thoſe who ate how found With" che niarks of the falſe Prophets and 
Prieſts upon them, are, as was ſaid then, '#n7j voce natura bur yer qui voce 
in maribus, that is one-in nature-4- though differemt-it manners, and thou who 
artſuch a one, of thou who maintains ſuch a one as is made a Prieſt'for his 
mony, or by the arts learned'from-men, and natural knowledge gotren by 
ftudy,. chqvgh ſuch a one be called'#gifred man; yet he will be found robe 
one whomChrift never ſent,and his marks makes manifeſt who ſent him if he 
preach for hire,and divine for: mony,or take any thing by compa or agrece- 
| | ment 


ment with any people,whatſoever name they go under, filthy lucre is not far 
off, and poylon enters and eats like a canker until utter conſumption over- 
take, and let none think to exeuſe themſelves with ſaying , how ſhall I 
live, or how ſhall my wifeand children be maintained, or in purting ir off, 
with ſaying, | preach not for mony;if ſo,ler thy mony & gifts alone & preach 
withour any , (1 thou muſt needs preach) for it is ations and not wards 
onely” by which the Miniſters of Chriſt were made to differ C from Anti- 
chriſts miniſters J1n all ages ſince the beginning,and if thou doeft nor preach 
freely henceforth, and leave raking thy gifts and rewards, then I ſhall con- 
clude it is for money,and the way rhou runneſt ſo greedily and zealouſ]y in, 
is the way of Balaam, and thou art to take heed to thy ſelf leaſt the day 
come vpon thee z when thou ſhalt deſire ro die the death of the righteous, 
and thy latter end to be like his, buc then it will be too late , and Eſaues 
portion muſt be thine, who haſt | dog gem the Name of the Lord, and 
ſold thy birth-right for a morſel of bread, even that ſweet peace and con- 
rent in God, which (it may be) ſometime thy ſoul hath taſted , but con- 
ſulting with fleſh and blood , and looking cur at the examples of others, 
and how delicioufly chey fare every day , thy mind hath been beguiled 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt,and lo haſt pur thy ſelf from under Gods 
care, and now art cating for thy ſelf, and wife, and children, and thy life 
is miſerable to thee, although thou putreſt as good a face upon it as thou 
canſt : yer in ſecret have many gone mourning becauſe of theſe things, and 
at laſt have ſunk under the burthen of them, for whoſe ſake my ſoul hath. 
mourned in ſecret, and I have been pained within me tro confider how 
hard a thing it is for ſuch a one tobe ſaved, and what ſhifts they have found 
out to ſkeep their gifrs, livings , and rewards , under ſeveral pretences,. 
covers and diſtin&ions as that they are free gifrsgiven of old, & no man'now 
is at all prejudiced by the receiving of them, wh in their faying if 1 did 
not, ſome cle would; and ſome faying as they ſay Luther once ſaid,that as 
in time paſt the miniſters of Sathan was maintained by them,and thoſe that. 
did work for the Divel,ſo now they for a time may be imployed for the ſer- 
vice of God to maintain his miniſters, and his pure worſhipzand beſides ſay 
ſome, if I go ovt of them.a worſe may come in my room, and (nach like 
reaſonings have nine cars heard from ſome, who are accounted not the leaſt 
amongſt many, and others looking at the eſteem they have ameongſt grear 
men, and therefore ſay, if Iforſake taking gifts they will conclude me a 
ſeRary, and then | ſhall be moreretired, and grow. more in acquaintance 
with God. and delight incomnunion with him, and ſo by my faithfulneſs 
to him, | ſhall ſtand a witneſle for God againſt greater. abominations- thea 
theſe, knowing that God reveals his ſecrets to them thar fear him, and de- 
art from iniquity, and hate every evil way,. and ſo art laſt ſhall looſe all 
ny acquaintance and familiars, and ſhall become as an owl in the deſart,and 
pelicanin the Wilderneſle, and like a ſparrow cherping alone upon the 
nouſe rop,which I do now prevent, by walking in a way wherein I have 
'yany good men of my fide, and company enough to go) along with me,and 
-n hopes as the rimes mend to come to greater preferment, and as longhas I. 
rake no more then juſt doth maintain me, I know.not bur if any man will 
give mea gitt or living, 1 may take ne do good to others with it, far. 
3. Out 
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ove of my gift 1 may maintain and contribnte to maintain divers gifted bre- 
thren that may be lerviceable in the Lords work , and other good deeds [ 
may do with my giit, which if I had it nor 1 could not do. 

Oh, Take hced leaſt che chaige againſt Fob be made good againſt you, 

b :5, Tegard not iniquity, for this baſt thou choſen rather then affli&ion,behold God exalr- 
Jo 4, * Cth by his power, who teacheth like him z -doſt thou nor know thar the leaſt evi] 
cha be done that good may come of it,and how that rebellion js as the ſin 

of witchcraft, and ſtubborneſs is as iniquity «nd idolatry, and becauſe you Prieſis . 

have reje&ted and negleRed the word of the Lord, he hath alſo rejedted 

you from being his Miniſters, and as Saul for his diſobedience to Gods com- 
mand, the Kingdom yr as rent from him, though he had obſerved parr thereof, 
and that which he lefe undone was as he thought for the beſt, and conld not 
be reckoned a negle or rejeHion, and therefore ſaid with confidence to 
ro the Prophet of the Lord, when he came to him, bleſſed be thou of the Lord, 
for 1 have performed the commandment of the Lord, &yc. what meanerh then the 
raking hire and gifrs and preaching for money, and raking mens goods by 
force from them, that for conſcience ſake cannot maintain a hireling Prieſt? 
hath n& God more delight in obeying bis woice then in burnt offerings, a1.d in obed:. 
ence then in ſacrifice * and to live by faith and rake no thought nor no ſtaff 
nor {crip,bur like the children of Abraham walk in his ſteps and go when 
God ſairh go,and come when he ſgith come,and plant a vineyard and eat of 
rhe fruit of ir, bur eat not of the frair of other mens Jabours that have re- 
ceived none of your ſpirituals, and therefore cannor give you rheir carnals, 
nor mind not the fleece nor the wool but mind the Lord of the harveſt, 
who gives his penny to them he ſends forth, and though they rook noching 
with them when they went out, when they returned he asked them if they 
wanted aty thing, and they ſaid no;and none of the Apoſttes of Chriſt took 
any more then what was freely given them by the Saints that had reaped of 
their ſpiriruals, and that onely ro ſupply their preſent neceſſities, bur never 
rook any thing by conſtraint, neirher coveted any mans filver, or gold, or 
apparel, or took any thing for preaching, bu?preached freely , and took 
what they had as free alms, and ſuch cannot want while there is any of the 
love of God in people, for he that hath this Worlds goods and ſeeth bis Frother 
how dwells the love of God in him? and if this'is ſhewed to every brother, 
much more to him that labours in the Goſpel of Chriſt ; therefore ir 
nay well and upon good ground be fuſpeRed that either the Goſpel rhar 
thoſe preach that rake any thing in lieu of preaching (as hire, or as wages 
is due for work or any other gittfor to preach, which gift | cannot have, if 
I preachaor_) 15 not the Goſpel of Chriſt which the preachers of it was ro 
For the live upon, bur another Goſpel, ſeeing by experience we fee that the Go- 
Gature of ſpel,which theſe men preach would ſtarve them, if it were not for the Jus 
© Ed.6,gives ftices of peace and Judges favour, which cauſes peoples goods to be' taken 
nor the from them againſt their wills, & given to the Prieſts,contrary to the Law of 
treble God andfthis Nation as before is proved,or elſe that they are no miniſters of 
damages Chriſts ſending forth; for whom he alwayes did and ever will provide main» 
rothem. *<nances and furniſh them with his preſence to the end of the'World, (0 
that ſuch cannot complain of wanr, bot thoſe who have nor his preſence 
with them are ſ{ull of complaints ro Parliaments, ro Councel:, ro Judges , 
| | to 
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to Juſtices , and who not that they have the leaſt hope of relief from ? by 
which things we know them tobe none of the miniſters of Chrifts ſendioegz 
[. or elſe laſtly there is none of Gods love in people,and if they begert nor men 
a]. and women into God; love, whar do they preach for ? for ſtrife, for dcbare, 
and malice, andenvy, and hitred, and coveronſnefle, and pride, and 
Worldly grearneſle, and reſpet of perſons becaule of advanrage,and rafirg 
hire, and paying hire (or preaching , and giving gifrs, and taking gijes f6r 
preaching, and taking Tithes, and giving Tithes for preaching,whichfmee; 
f . Chriſts ind are all marks of carnal people, and carnal pricfts, and the 
word of Reconciliation is not. committed to them, as ir was to the miniſters+. 
of Chriſt of old, and there was witneſſes againſt them in all ages by ſome © 
that were faithful, as by theſe few preſidents ont of the book Martyrs may "Res 
appear, with many witneſles more both before and fince, which'mighr be Bs. 
produced out of ſeveral authors of no mean eſteem, bur thoſe who will not TY 
rurn and repent, and be waſhed from their marks of falfiry and deceir,muſt 
have their portion with the deceirers : and the deceived,that pay them for 
their deceit the wages of unrighteouſneſle as aforeſaid, will be marked alſo 
Tf they ſpeedily repent nor, but not with*the mark of Chriſts ſheep, "for 
they know his voice, and a ſtrangers voice they will not follow ) but of the 
goats 3 and of which ſentence that famous Reformer Fobn Hus have by way 
of prophefie foretold,and alſo of a deliverance that ſball come to the Church 
and people of God, as it is recorded in the book of Martyrs in theſe words, 
* Moreover hereupon note and mark by the way that the Church of Gad 
© cannot be reduced to bisformer dignity, or bereformed before all things 
- *firſt be made new ; the truth whercof is plain by the Temple of Solomon, 
*like as the Clergic and pricſts, ſo alſ> rhe people and Laitic;z or unlcſle all 
* ſuch as now be addidt ro-avarice from the leaf} to the moſt be firſt conver- Yol. the 
* red and reclaimed, as well the people as Clergie and prieſts; albeit as my 1. page. 
* minde now giveth me, I believe rather the firſt,that is, thar then ſhall riſe 830. 
* a new people,formed after the new man, which is created after God z Of 
© the which people new Clerks and Prieſts ſhall come,and be taken, which 
© all ſhatt hate covetouſneſle andthe glory of this life,haſtening to a heaven- 
| *ly converſation; notwirhſtanding all theſe things ſhall come to paſſe, and : 
T © be brought by little and lirtle in order of times, diſpenſcd of God for ghe + Mi 
ſt * ſame purpoſe, and this God doth and will do for his own mercy and g | 
| - *neſſc.and for the riches of his great longanamiry and patience, giving time 
, * and ſpace of repentance to them that have long lien in theirfſins,to amend 
| *and fly from the face of rhe Lords fury,while that in like manner the carnal 
$ * people and carna! pricſts ſucceſſively and in time ſhall fall: away and be 
* conſumed us with the moth, G9c, Wo | 
4 And further it js yet more ſure out of that Record, againſt which lies no 
averment, viz. Feremiah 23. t.2 .3.4.5.and 6; and throughout that chap- 
hs. * ter. * Wo be unto the paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatrer the ſheep of my pa- 
. ©ſture ſairh the Lord, Therefore thus ſaith the Loxd God of Iſrael againſt 
_—_— * the paſtours 'that feed my people, ye have ſcattered my flock and driven 
| | * rhem away, and have not viſited them, Behold I will viſit upon you the 
""M $ evil of your doings faith the Lord, and 1 will gather the remnanc of my- 
| © flock out of all Countries whether I have dtiven em, and will bring them 
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